
September 17 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Court Room with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  All commissioners were in attendance.    
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted an addition at 9:25 a.m. of 
Pat Pfund with information on the Norman County Cemetery; a 10:45 a.m. addition of Galen Cariveau, HR update on the 
acting County Recorder position and also a Management Representation letter to send to State Auditor Blaha, for the 
chairman’s signature.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner 
Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Hall asked if board members had the opportunity to read the minutes of the September 8th meeting.  
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward the Management Representation letter to State Auditor Blaha for signature.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to approve the letter, Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
Chairman Hall and A/T Hanson signed the letter.    
 
A/T Hanson brought forward a request to change the November 10th Board meeting to November 5th or 6th due to 
processing of late received Absentee/Mail Ballots on November 10th.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to set the 
first November meeting on November 6th at 9:15 a.m.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.  A/T Hanson will post the meeting change.   
 
At 9:22 a.m. Pat Pfund addressed the board regarding the Norman County Cemetery and information she had located on 
the cemetery located in Section 27 of Lake Ida Township.  Pat explained that the existing sign at the cemetery is needing 
repair and she has a young man who would be interested in doing an Eagle Scout Project proposing to replace the 
existing sign with a new alumafoil sign and would also move the sign from the southeast corner closer to the road for 
better visibility.  Ms. Pfund stated that they estimate the project to cost approximately $700 and would request that the 
county provide the funds for this project.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to appropriate the necessary funds to 
replace the existing sign in Section 27.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:35 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, addressed the board with the COVID-19 update.  
Director Kjono noted that Norman County now has 51 cases, 3 of which are active.  She also noted the 14- day case rate 
is at 4.357 which is used to determine that schools can operate on an in-person status.  Ms. Kjono also stated that the 
MN State High School League is going to vote on Monday on possibly reinstating football/volleyball activities.  Director 
Kjono also noted that Long Term Care Facilities are beginning to start in person visits, one person at a time, visitors 
cannot enter the resident rooms unless they are in a private room.  Director Kjono also stated that contact tracing is 
moving to a more regional hub in early October.  She also noted that Public Health is also doing contact tracing for the 
schools.   
 
Chairman Hall addressed the board with a resolution to amend CR 09-08-2020-7 stating that the Application for Norman 
County Small Business CARES Grant Guidelines paragraph 3 states a business with between 1 and 20 employees is eligible 
for a grant of up to $10,000 and CR 09-08-2020-7 under item 2, states a business with at least 2 and no more than 50 
employees.  It was felt the two documents should be consistent and therefore, a resolution to amend CR -09-08-2020-7 
to indicate the number of employees in an eligible business from at least 2 to no more than 50 be amended to between 1 
and 20 employees.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 09-17-2020-1 a Resolution to Amend CR 09-08-
2020-7 from 2 to 50 employees to 1 to 20 employees.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call 
vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously and a copy of said resolution is on file in the 
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
At 10:05 a.m. Jill Murray, Assessor, presented the board with information regarding a conversion needed to the GIS LINK 
internal product.  Ms. Murray explained that after December 31, 2020, the current LINK interface will no longer have 
additional development efforts or support due to deprecated code base by Microsoft and Esri.  She noted that Norman 
County needs to move our ProWest LINK product to the Esri Web AppBuilder (WAB) platform.  After discussion, 
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve update of the Norman County GIS from the LINK project to Esri Web 
AppBuilder.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:12 a.m. Chairman Hall called for a short break to reconvene the meeting in five minutes.   
 
At 10:20 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board regarding his agenda.  The first item was discussion 
on County Road 106 repairs, noting that Mark Sand & Gravel is scheduled to pave in Hendrum the following week and he 
had approached them as far as laying a 1 ½ inch asphalt overlay on the worst sections of CR 106 which is quite 
deteriorated.  He noted that Mark Sand & Gravel would be agreeable to do the work at the same unit price as was bid for 
contracted asphalt work in the City of Hendrum.  Engineer Berndt estimated abut 2,300 linear feet for the 3 worst areas 
and placing this overlay would cost approximately $35,000.  After much discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve temporary repairs to CH 106 in the 3 worst areas to amount to about 2,300 linear feet with a 
projected cost of $35,000.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  On calling for a vote there were 2 yeas and 3 nays, 
motion denied.   
 
The next item on the engineer’s agenda was an invoice for L & M Road Services that was received after the cutoff for the 
board meeting.  Engineer Berndt noted that this is a small contractor and waiting until the October 6th meeting for 
payment could create a hardship for the contractor and he requested payment be made at this time.  Commissioner 



Gunderson made a motion to approve the bill of L & M Road Service in the amount of $38,470 for spraying of road 
ditches and the chemical used.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The bill has 
been approved for payment on Friday.   
 
Engineer Berndt gave a short construction update noting the CSAH 20 bridge replacement with three lines of culverts was 
95% complete.  Removal of excess material and gravel surfacing remaining.  He expected that all work should be 
completed the week of September 21st.  Keith also noted that the CSAH 18 bridge replacement with three lines of box 
culverts was progressing with 2 of the 3 lines in place.  He expects completion by the end of September providing the 
weather holds.  He also noted the Fossum Twp bridge replacement project was scheduled to start September 21st.   
 
The last item brought before the board by the engineer was an Online Auction Sale hosted by McLaughlin Auction Service 
that the county would be placing some used vehicles and equipment on.  The auction should be coming online around 
October 1st.   
 
At 10:50 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, updated the board on the Staffing Committee meeting held per board 
request and the recommendation of the Staffing Committee to increase Virginia Olson’s salary to $33.25 per hour as the 
acting County Recorder/Deputy Registrar.  This would take effect on September 28th, following Kari Aanenson’s 
retirement effective September 25th.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the recommendation of 
the staffing committee to set Virginia Olson’s salary at $33.25 per hour while serving as the acting County 
Recorder/Deputy Registrar.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item addressed by Chairman Hall was the payment of the bills.  Chairman Hall asked if all commissioners had the 
opportunity to review the bills presented for payment.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the bills as 
presented.   
 
Revenue - $ 11,487.69   Road & Bridge - $ 38,641.56  Building - $ 560.75 
 
Public Health - $ 2,425.72   Solid Waste - $ 2,936.22   Airport Authority - $8,254.51 
 
TOTAL - $ 64,306.45   Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    
 
At 11:05 a.m. Commissioner Redland made a motion to close the meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 13D.05 Subd. 2(b) for 
preliminary consideration of allegations or charges against an individual subject to the board’s authority.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The board meeting entered into closed session.   
 
At 11:50 a.m. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to close the closed session of the board.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:51 a.m. Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to reopen the regular board meeting.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
In summary of the closed meeting, the board spent 45 minutes in preliminary consideration of disciplinary action with 
regard to allegations or charges against an individual subject to the board’s authority.    
 
At 11:55 a.m. There being no further business to bring before the board, Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.  
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


